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anyone. Throughout the world, Gray’s judgment was valued and respected, 
and his consultation was constantly sought after.’

Conclusion
Gray the physicist and radiobiologist was a leading experimentalist of his 

time. However, in retrospect it was the influence of Gray that was of out
standing importance to science. He was able to communicate much of his 
own evolution to his fellows, not so much by elegant prose or by fine oratory 
but by personal discussion. Numerous correspondents attest this, perhaps 
unconsciously, for descriptions abound of his inimitable and explosive 
laughter, his evident interest in people as people as well as for their ideas, his 
natural ability to make and keep friends and of his little idosyncrasies such 
as the invariably worn Trinity tie. Perhaps the most illuminating tribute to 
this man is that sent by his wife to a Guernsey newspaper:

‘Dr. L. H. Gray, F.R.S., whose obituary appeared in The Times today, 
was intimately connected with the Island of Alderney, where his ashes will 
be brought to rest in the family vault of his wife’s ancestors. Year by year he 
came to the Island which he grew to love dearly, wanting his children to be 
proud of having roots in a place where so much history lies quietly about the 
soil; and saying, as he watched the sea surges on the great rocks of the 
Swinge: “I have seen many beautiful places in other parts of the world, but 
nowhere anything better than this.” He loved to lie on his back in the water 
at Telegraph Bay looking up at the colours in the cliffs.

‘The Island people knew him not so much for the achievements of his 
intellect, which have been stressed in the big newspapers, as for the warmth 
and simplicity of his personality. It is this warmth, as well as inspiration, that 
is being touched on in messages all over the world.’

J. F. Loutit 
O. C. A. Scott
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