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therance of its aims. M ost scientists these days travel a good deal bu t 
B urhop’s travels on behalf of the Federation were m uch m ore extensive 
than the average. N evertheless he seemed to be im pervious to travel 
weariness. U nder his direction, the Federation-strengthened its relations 
w ith the U nited N ations and its organs. He was invited as its President to 
address plenary sessions of both the U .N . Special Session on D isarm a­
m ent in New York, June 1978 and the U .N . Conference of Science and 
Techology for D evelopm ent in Vienna 1979.

It was natural that Burhop played a leading part in the establishm ent of 
the British Society for Social Responsibility in Science (B .S.S.R .S.). 
T h is took place in April 1969 and Burhop was a m em ber of its provisional 
com mittee. In an article in Physics Education published in 1970 he 
discussed in some detail the aims of the Society as he saw it. In  this he 
says that ‘if B .S.S .R .S. is itself to behave in a responsible m anner all 
decisions m ust be arrived at in a way that is both socially and scientifically 
responsible. T o  take into account all the various factors that apply in such 
cases does not imply that the argum ent can be w eighted by w hat one 
would necessarily like to see happen. T h e  success of B .S.S .R .S . rests on 
the integrity of its m em bers, not on the popular appeal of its actions .

He was particularly anxious to stress these views because, in M ay 1969, 
the newly form ed society had been approached by the C um berland 
County Council seeking advice as to w hether they should agree to 
authorize an increase in the am ount of a-radioactive waste that could be 
discharged from the Atomic Energy A uthority’s works at W indscale. A 
working group was set up by the Society com prising in addition to 
Burhop, J. Frem lin, D . Butt, G. W ich and S. Zienau together w ith some 
younger scientists. A fter exam ining the m atter thoroughly they re­
com mended that under the existing conditions the increase asked for was 
a reasonable one. T here was considerable criticism  of this positive 
recom m endation and it was this which Burhop had in m ind in making the 
above statem ent. At all tim es he held firmly to the view that the problem s 
of the day are not due to science bu t to society, even in the face of strong 
opposition from followers of M arcuse and others. He did however regard 
the responsibilities of scientists as being rather w ider than the usual view 
that a scientist is responsible for making clear w hat would be the 
consequences of different courses of action in which his brand  of science 
is involved bu t otherwise is on the same footing as any other citizen.

Biographical Memoirs

4. H onours and Awards

Burhop was awarded the honorary degree of D octor of the U niversity, 
of the Open University, G reat Britain, in 1976, and that of D octor of the 
U niversity of W arsaw in 1979. He was elected a Foreign M em ber of the 
Academy of Sciences of the G erm an Dem ocratic Republic, Berlin, in
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1971 and an H onorary M em ber of the Eotvos Lorand Physical Society, 
Budapest, in 1976.

For his work on politico-social problem s of science he was awarded the 
Jolio t-C urie m edal of the W orld Peace Council in 1966, the Lenin 
International Prize for Peace and U nderstanding  am ong Peoples in 1972 
and the O rder of Cyril and M ethodius of the State Council of Bulgaria in 
1973.
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5. Personal characteristics

B urhop was a tall w ell-built man. He had a good sense of hum our and 
even laughed at jokes against himself. W hile possessed of a strong m oral 
sense he showed no trace of priggishness. H is generosity of spirit and 
strong sense of com passion made him  the sort of person one would 
naturally tu rn  to in times of adversity. D espite his intense preoccupation 
w ith science he had tim e for everyday things and was devoted to his 
family. Even when differing strongly w ith him  about political m atters one 
still recognized his dedication to international understanding. A t no tim e 
did he allow politics to interfere in any way in his U niversity work.

As a scientist he was versatile and enthusiastic. He was a prodigious 
w orker and was one of those rare types who are very good both as 
secretary or chairm an of any com m ittee or organization. In  any scientific 
collaboration he could be relied upon to play his full part and always kept 
to his promises in delivering work on time.

In his own words, he says, in autobiographical notes, ‘w hat has made 
me tick. M y prim ary and m ain interest has always been as a physicist, in 
my view the queen of the sciences because it is quantitative, deals w ith 
things that can be adequately defined and of course intensely exciting.

‘However, since the end of the war I have felt a com pulsion to strive for 
peace, disarm am ent etc, especially through international scientific co­
operation. H ence my interest in C .E .R .N ., Pugwash, the W orld Federa­
tion of Scientific W orkers and in building up scientific collaborations’.

T he  photograph reproduced was taken by D. H . Rooks in the 
D epartm ent of Physics and Astronom y, U niversity College London.
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